Can drug design inhibit abuse?
A recent federal report indicates that prescription drug abuse is now the second leading category of illicit drug use, following marijuana use. Control strategies typically focus on reducing the diversion of prescription drugs from legitimate sources. The proliferation of unregulated Internet sources, however, has rendered control strategies less effective. This study examines a new approach that focuses on reducing abusability through the use of abuse-resistant drug designs. Drugs with and without such designs are compared and abuse levels assessed using multiple sources. In every instance, drugs employing abuse-resistant designs were found to have significantly lower levels of abuse than comparator drugs without such designs.